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The gold filigree bonnet of the latter also came in
for admiration.
Despite the cream-coloured ponies, with their
purple and gold trappings, and the rich liveries
of the Royal servants who walked by their side,
and the sheen of the Life Guards* uniforms, the
element   of   the  picturesque   would   have  been
lacking but for the presence of the Indians and the
Colonials.   The Queen's bodyguard was unique,
and the crowd feasted their eyes  on  the blue
uniform of the Canadian artillerymen, the dazzling
and gorgeous garb of the Bengal, Madras,  and
Hyderabad Lancers, and the Poonah Horse.    But
this was not all,  for there were those Central
India Horsemen to give additional colour to the
pageant;   and the Australian Lancers,  in their
brown  tunics,  trousers  of  the   same  hue,   buff
boots, and brown Tyrolese sombreros, with cock's
feathers.   Very few in number were these Colonials,
but the recollection of their presence will not fade
soon.   This, then, was the artistic part of the
pageant.   The tawny Indians, swathed in silks
of all colours;  the swarthy volunteers from New
South Wales,  with their free-and-easy bearing;
and   the  Canadian  gunners,   formed  the  most
attractive items of the show.   Probably not one
in a thousand 'spectators had had any idea of
the radiant spectacle which they were about to
witness;  and this accounted for the spontaneous
bursts of applause all along the line as the Royal
escort made its appearance.
The perfect training of these Indian and Colonial
13